Week Five: Redemption 

Open with prayer.

We ran out of time last week, but how do we answer the worldview question, "What's wrong?" 

If the biblical vision or worldview stopped with this question, there would be no hope. Tonight we're going to answer the question, "What's the remedy?" by studying the concept of redemption, and find the hope amidst the Fall. 

What does "redemption" mean? (To buy back, to get back, recover, to pay off, to convert, to set free, ransom, rescue, to deliver from sin and its penalties—as by a sacrifice made for the sinner, to make amends for, atone or compensate for.) 
We begin looking at redemption by glancing again at Genesis 3. What in chapter 3 hints at future hope amidst the Fall? What does that mean? (3:15 the curse) "Embedded in these curses is a promise to end the curses: through the offspring of the woman, says God, Satan will be vanquished" (p. 74). "The offspring of the woman is, of course, Jesus, the promised Messiah, the One who came to destroy forever the kingdom of darkness and to effect God's redemption of the fallen world" (p. 74). 

The offspring, however, also refers to the people following Adam and Eve. God made a series of covenants or promises with people throughout the Old Testament that paved the way for the coming of Jesus in the New Testament. For instance, God made covenants with people like Noah and Abraham. What kind of covenant did God make with Noah? What kind of covenant did God make with Abraham? 
With people like Abe and Noah, and Jacob and David, God promised to keep a lineage alive, from whence would eventually come a Messiah, a Savior. But the coming of this Savior wasn't the only thing that would bring redemption; the covenants made with these people are called "redemptive history," because along the way, God was teaching them how to be loving, full of justice and mercy—or reacting in a renewing or redeeming way to the brokenness, distortion and injustice of their times. 

God told these men to lead their people in a just way, to enact laws that were fair, etc. One law found in Leviticus 25 was the law of Jubilee. Does anyone know about that concept? (explain) 

Any questions? 

So God was at work throughout the Old Testament to have His people redeem their lives and what was around them. Because just as all creation was created good, and all creation was affected by the Fall, all of creation can be redeemed. Let's read a passage we glanced at last week—someone read Romans 8:19-23. All creation is waiting to be redeemed, and the sense of redemption we get from this passage is that redemption is a "redoing" of things. 

So all of creation needed a chance to be re-done. And so sin had to be conquered once and for all for this to even be a remote possibility. The only way this victory could come is found in John 3:16. Who know that verse? It came through the death of Jesus Christ, who suffered the curse for all of our sins. The full judgment for the sins of the world was laid on Jesus' shoulders as he hung on the cross. 
Because of His sacrifice, a way of forgiveness has been opened up to everyone. We are no longer cursed for our disobedience—sacrifices were a way of cleansing/atoning for sin (as shown in Genesis 3:21). The significance is that Jesus was the final, ultimate sacrifice needed for sin, and as you find when you read the Gospels, Jesus died and rose again from death, and we are offered the free blessing of eternal life in fellowship with God. "The work is all God's. We have merely to repent of our sins and turn to Christ in faith" (p. 80). It's a life-changing choice, and we need to make it sooner or later. 

Diagram of Jesus-bridge to God (from "With me" talk) on board. 

It is important to remember that, despite sin, creation is still good. The original structure of things was good, but the direction of things has gotten a little whacked. Any questions about that? 

Now we have a responsibility to keep this tradition of healing/renewal/redemption moving along all of the world. Remember John 3:16: "God so loved the cosmos…" And Someone read Colossians 1:16-17. All of life is God's, and if He wants redemption to happen, He wants it to happen in all of life. 

Someone read Matthew 13:33. What do you think this means in relation to our job of redeeming all of creation? 

Chocolate chip cookie activity: (Make cookies without sugar.) What do these cookies need? (just one ingredient—sugar.) Growth/renewing is a struggle, but it is possible. Note that Jesus didn't say we were like the whole loaf of bread; we are just one ingredient. Just like sugar would make this cookie taste totally different, so our efforts and actions, or our yeast added to the dough, will make a lot of difference, even though we don't change the whole cookie, or loaf, or world. 
Choosing to do what God has been asking His people to do since the Old Testament and beginning to renew the world is a commitment. Remember two weeks ago—I asked you to jot down a note about how you could image God in your life. That takes a choice/commitment, and that is where you start to redeem the things around you. What were some of those things, if you'd be willing to share? How would you redeem those things or how does God fit into those areas, or areas in life like that cool diagram? (diagram on board and go through tediously.) Remember, the structure is good, but the direction is whacked. (example: law was created for social order, people abuse the system, but we can bring justice back) 
We are to image God again everywhere—like the broken mirror has been pieced back together; it's still a broken image, but we are trying to make it work as a verb ("imaging") and bring healing, forgiveness and renewal to all areas of life. If you haven't ever done so, you need to begin wrestling with how faith in the Creator God fits in with every area of your life. Just like the Jubilee concept that we talked about, where redemption was woven into agriculture, justice, etc., redemption fits into your lives now as students, your studies and majors and careers. 


Tell them next week will be wrap-up and less academic. Please come.
Invite people to stay and pray about all of this. 

