Week Four: The Fall

Items needed: mirror, hammer, towel, bags for over heads, markers, easel, paper, snack 

Re-cap creation—any questions before we go on? 

Studying the fall helps us answer the worldview question, "What's wrong?" We will do that by doing an overview of Genesis 3. 

Read Genesis 3. 

What happened in this chapter? Tell in your own words. How is it different from Genesis 1 & 2? (overview, things aren't great now) 
We went from 1:28 standard of being good stewards of creation, 2:21-25 having good relations with each other, and obedience to God, to:
3:3—misquoting/misinterpreting God's commands 
3:6—disobeying God's commands 
3:6-7—damaging relationship with each other, and subsequently damaging our ability to be good stewards and damaging our relationship to creation. 

In essence, what has entered the world? (Sin) This is called "the Fall." 
What were some effects from Adam and Eve's sin that you see as you read over Genesis 3? (banished, cursed in toil and bearing children, 3:7 shame, 3:12-13 blame, etc.) Sin not only began to infiltrate in Adam and Eve's time; it also affects us. Read Romans 1:21-32—written by Paul—to see the different ways that sin has affected the ways of humankind. 

Do any of these "sins" mentioned in Romans sound familiar in our society? The Fall occurred with Adam and Eve and there was sin, but Paul's words in Romans show us that the Fall affects us today. The Fall is comprehensive—it goes to all of creation (refer to the "effects of Adam and Eve's sin" given above). The Fall and sin have especially affected four main relationships (write on board). Do you have any ideas what those four relationships are? (humans with God—disobedience, humans with humans—blame, humans with creation—bad stewards, humans with self—embarrassment/shame) 
The book "The good…" writes about these relationships and different ways sin has affected them in contemporary ways. (Read pp. 220-221). 

Let's talk about Genesis 1:27, how our created selves were created in the image of God and how sin affects that. 

Pass around this mirror and take a look at yourselves. What is the reflection like? What does "image of God" mean? (among other things, we have an intrinsically religious nature—write on board) Now that sin has entered the picture, our intrinsically religious nature and our responsibility to serve God by being stewards and serving/worshipping God (1:28) and our very ability to image God in the "verb sense" has become distorted. (Shatter mirror and pass around again.) 

What do you look like now? How is that different than before? We can no longer perfectly reflect or image God because of sin all throughout the world/in us all. The image is still there, but distorted, misshapen. 
Now, because of sin, our intrinsically religious nature and stewardly responsibility to serve a god are distorted and may not be directed toward the Creator God, the one talked about in the chapters we've looked at so far in Genesis. 

If we don't worship the Creator God, what will we do instead? (focus on something else in creation and elevate it to a god status = Idolatry) Because our intrinsically religious nature will never allow us not to worship. Either we pledge ourselves and our lives to God, or we commit ourselves to something else and make a god of it. 
"We must choose one or the other, for we cannot live without a god and we cannot have two—at least not for long" (p. 62). Can you think of somewhere else in the Bible where it talks about this issue? (Matthew 6:24—you will end up serving one.) Why do you think this is so? 
With sin in the world, it is not as easy to serve/choose the Creator God, and if our allegiance isn't to Him, there is no reason to keep His standards. Our tendency is to serve ourselves by choosing something else as a god. What are some common things we choose instead? (write these in sketchy diagram format) Now that we know about the Fall and its effects, how are these areas affected by sin/how are they distorted? 
(Finish diagram—middle = worldview, image, idolater.) How does this diagram work now with sin affecting these areas and our tendency to be idolaters? The fact is that we are lost in our sins, and it affects everything we do, which affects how we respond to these areas and how we look at these areas from our worldview. 

Activity: Have students put brown paper bags (with small eyeholes) over their heads and try to walk around. (Illustrates the affect of our sin on us—may make us not see as clearly and affects how we walk, live and relate to others.) 
