Week Two: Worldviews 

We want to study what a Christian worldview is because you may have grown up in a "Christian" or "church" family, and yet not fully hold/live a Christian worldview. 

Tonight we'll learn what a worldview is, why we hold one, how it is evident in our lives—maybe without us even knowing it. Then in the next three weeks, we'll examine the three main elements of a Christian worldview, using the Creation/Fall/Redemption tool that we talked about last week, which form the Scripture-based Christian worldview. 

Does anyone have ideas about what a worldview is? (write ideas on board) 
Everyone has a worldview—whether you are fully aware of it or not. 
A worldview is a way of seeing life. "If we understand what people see, or how well people see, we need to watch how they walk. If they bump into certain objects or stumble over them, then we can assume that they are blind to them. Conversely, their eyes may not only see but dwell on certain other objects" (p. 17). (Illustrate by walking around.) 

What people choose to see, or pay attention to, or dwell on in life affects their actions—and reveals their worldview. 
Example: I may be blind to people's needs in a Third World country because I have grown up in America, a well-to-do country in comparison. But, I may be especially attuned to the needs of the rich in this country because I want to look good in their eyes and advance myself in culture. My worldview would be: "I am most important. I want material wealth and success. Who cares about Third World people?" This worldview is materialism—the one who dies with the most toys wins. 

So, a worldview is a way of seeing life. A worldview also reveals what our attitudes, beliefs and values are. 

What is a value? (write answers on the board) A value is something we won't give up, that we hold as a priority, or that we use as a standard for making decisions. 

A worldview is not only a vision of life—how we are blind to some things and not others—but a vision for life. A worldview determines our values: "It helps us to interpret the world around us. It sorts out what is important from what is not and what is of highest value from what is the least" (p. 32). 

A worldview then is a view or model of the world, which guides how we act in the world. Everything that we do and all that we believe arises from our worldview. [Draw diagram (p. 33), asking for ideas of different areas of life that we are involved in.] 
A worldview affects not only how we see these different areas, but these areas in culture can in turn help form/shape our worldview (note arrows going both ways). 

Your worldview and these areas are inter-related because you can't form an opinion of these things without knowing about and experiencing these different areas—and these experiences will form your opinions on those things. They inter-relate to compose one big worldview that you hold. 

If you think about it, what you believe and value will affect how you see these areas, and how you will be affected by these areas. 

Does that make sense? Any questions? 

Our worldviews are and always will be worlds apart. Though we may hold some of the same values or beliefs, we will not live them out in the same way, they won't sink deeply into my heart/mind as they may yours, etc. 

So how do we adopt a worldview to begin with? "Where we place our faith determines the worldview which we will adopt" (p. 35). 

Don't let the world "faith" here fool you—it doesn't necessarily mean a faith in religion—it can mean faith in myself, in government, in material possessions. 

An easy way to determine what a faith commitment is, is to answer these four basic questions: (write on board) 
Who am I?—or, what is the nature, task and purpose of human beings? 
Where am I?—or, what is the nature of the world and universe I live in? 
What's wrong?—or, what is the basic problem/obstacle keeping me from attaining fulfillment? 
What is the remedy?—or, how can I overcome this problem/obstacle to my fulfillment? 

When we've answered these questions, that is, when our faith is settled, then we will be able to determine our worldview. Let's go through these questions on a trial run to figure them out, using the [very ugly] chair as an example (explain chair's origins). 
[Go through four questions as an affluent American and a poor, starving Third World country mother, including what their worldview of the chair might be.] America: ugly/junk. Other: useful for home, firewood, glad to have chair. 

That is a very simple—and not very deep—example. Any questions? Do you understand the concept of where your faith commitment lies? There your worldview lies also. 
Let's get to the main point of tonight's study—the Christian worldview. 
You may be a Christian and raised in a church home, yet still not fully hold/live out a Christian worldview, and vice versa. You can talk the right talk, but not have the true faith commitment to support it or make your talk valid. 

The question is: Are you living a lie? Or, do you really know what it means to live life according to the Bible? Or, do you even know about the wonderful place that God can hold in your life? 
Wherever you are in thinking about or living out a Scripture-based Christianity, be open to what we're learning and reflect on it in your heart. 
According to the Bible, we are to set our worldview—that faith commitment—those values—that way of seeing life one way and not any other. 
When it comes to a religion based on the Scriptures, we are to adopt "a worldview for shaping all of life"—all of those areas we talked about in the diagram—"and not just for shaping some 'religious' or 'spiritual' or 'sacred' corner of life" (p. 10). 

In the next three weeks, we are going to learn an overview of this worldview based on the Bible—a Christian worldview that is centered in the Scriptures and affects and should be lived out in every area of our lives. 

For next week, please read Genesis 1-2 a few times and bring to study your most valued possession. 

Activity: since a worldview is a way of seeing things, make a pair of worldview glasses that represent your values (the things you won't give up or that you hold as priorities; the set standards that help you make decisions). You may want to write the values on the glasses, or represent them in some way. You don't have to share your project with others if you don't want to. 

**Quotes taken from The Transforming Vision by Brian Walsh and Richard Middleton.

