Introduction

"And for you, Derek," my political science professor announced, "your final research project and presentation will be on the religious response to feminism." 

What? It was at that moment that I knew that I shouldn't have taken "feminist political theory" my senior year of college. What was I thinking? Every Thursday night, I was one of two men who would enter a room of 20 women to discuss the history, books, movies and music from the feminist movement. It's not that I was apprehensive about doing the research on the religious response; I was more terrified about standing in front of a group of "liberal" women, trying to explain to them my convictions as a Christian! 

I can remember signing up for the course. I was going to bring "light" into a very dark place. For I was a very Christian, very conservative student taking classes in a very secular state university. Signing up for the course, I remember having dreams of setting them straight, while pointing out the dangers of liberating women.

It's not that I was a male chauvinist. It was just that I was a conservative. And a Christian conservative at that! I would engage the material with the class, and then give what I thought to be the "right" way of looking at things ("right" here, from my perspective, meant both "correct" and "right-wing"). 

For my project on the "religious response to feminism," I went straight to the heavy hitters. For the Christian perspective, I chose an essay by Jerry Falwell entitled, "Why True Christian Women Do Not Participate in the Feminist Movement," and for the "political" perspective, I went with the book, See, I Told You So by Rush Limbaugh. Sure, I also selected a variety of scholarly sources to have my paper appear well rounded, but it was Falwell and Limbaugh that guided my thinking. 

The research component of my paper was nearly complete, and I noticed that my "Christian" perspective was rather heavy on the Protestant side. Recalling that Father Larry and Sister Anita, from Catholic campus ministry, often attended my basketball games, I decided to interview them. 

I began with Father Larry. He's a guy, a priest, probably conservative, anti-abortion, yada-yada. He'd see things my way! "Father Larry," I said loud enough for my tape player to pick up, "What are some of your general reactions to the feminist movement?" I sat back, waiting to hear him confirm my thoughts. I almost winked at him as I put a little smart smirk on my face. 

"Well Derek," Father Larry replied, "Would you like me to start with the 'good' of the feminist movement, or the 'not-so-good' aspects of the movement?" 

"Wait a second Father Larry," I shockingly retorted, "I think I missed what you said. Did you say there is 'good' in the feminist movement?" 

The big change in my life probably occurred even before I finished asking the priest to repeat his opening statement. First, there was a tingling sensation down my spine, and then, all at once, the goose bumps came. For the first time (and it wouldn't be the last), I realized that my entire political ideology was untouched by my Christian faith. My faith, my religion, which should be the core of me, answering the "big questions" of life and propelling me to action in a world in need, had little influence on the development of a coherent Christian political philosophy. 

Of course, this changed everything. My research took a different turn, and I re-read texts with a fresh perspective. Trying to be serious about the things that God is serious about, I read and meditated on scripture. Taking a step back, I realized that Christian politics, Christian political theory, may not look anything like the "two-party" American political system. I began to affirm the true goodness of the feminist movement. God is about helping those who are oppressed! But I proceeded with caution; God is also about strong families as the cornerstone of society. 

My research was thorough, my presentation compelling, and my mind "renewed." For the first time, I was allowing my worldview to be shaped by what is central to Christians: the Bible. Not conservative ideology, not "the Christian right," not the moral majority, but the Bible was going to be the light unto my path. 

Sure, I found that much of the "right" is affirmed by Scripture, but so is the "left." What I found to be most important is that we can't reduce the gospel to fit into our agendas. My prayer is that the following study helps Christians to think critically about developing a Christian political perspective. By using Dr. James W. Skillen's book, The Scattered Voice: Christians at Odds in the Public Square, to investigate different Christian responses to politics in the past and present, I hope to provide the tools necessary to bring clarity in a confusing arena of life. 

First and foremost, we must affirm that God cares about His world. Participation in politics is both a civic responsibility and a command from God. As stewards of God's creation, we must take our citizenship in America and in heaven seriously. We must ask tough question about how we develop our political views and about how we work to have the world reflect God's character and Kingdom. May this study help eliminate some "thorns and thistles" that keep us from fully embracing God's call on our lives. 
