Meeting Eight: Theonomic Reconstructionists 

Summary

· Stated positively, early America represented highly autonomous local governments bound by biblical law, including strict and tough criminal sanctions as well as a high degree of economic liberty. 

· Stated negatively, their affinity for early America means opposition to government-initiated welfare programs, to redistributive taxation, to nearly every kind of federal intervention in society, to secular humanism, and to the public grant of privileged status to any religion other than Christianity. 

Excerpted from By This Standard, by Greg L. Bahnsen, 1985 (pg. 345-347): (permission to reprint given at www.freebooks.com)
The theonomic and pro-nomian approach which we have taken in this book to the normative questions about Christian living and the Old Testament law is conveniently summarized in the following ten theses:

1. Since the Fall, it has always been unlawful to use the law of God in hopes of establishing one's own personal merit and justification, in contrast or complement to salvation by way of promise and faith; commitment to obedience is but the lifestyle of faith, a token of gratitude for God's redeeming grace.

2. The word of the Lord is the sole, supreme, and unchallengeable standard for the actions and attitudes of all men in all areas of life; this word naturally includes God's moral directives (law).

3. Our obligation to keep the law of God cannot be judged by any extrascriptural standard, such as whether its specific requirements (when properly interpreted) are congenial to past traditions or modern feelings and practices.

4. We should presume that Old Testament standing laws continue to be mot-ally binding in the New Testament, unless they are rescinded or modified by further revelation.

5. In regard to the Old Testament law, the New Covenant surpasses the Old Covenant in glory, power, and finality (thus reinforcing former duties). The New Covenant also supersedes the Old Covenant shadows, thereby changing the application of sacrificial, purity, and "separation" principles, redefining the people of God, and altering the significance of the promised land.

6. God's revealed standing laws are a reflection of His immutable moral character and, as such, are absolute in the sense of being non-arbitrary, objective, universal, and established in advance of particular circumstances (thus applicable to general types of moral situations).

7. Christian involvement in politics calls for recognition of God's transcendent, absolute, revealed law as a standard by which to judge all social codes.

8. Civil magistrates in all ages and places are obligated to conduct their offices as ministers of God, avenging divine wrath against criminals and giving an account on the Final Day of their service before the King of kings, their Creator and Judge.

9. The general continuity which we presume with respect to the moral standards of the Old Testament applies just as legitimately to matters of socio-political ethics as it does to personal, family, or ecclesiastical ethics.

10. The civil precepts of the Old Testament (standing "judicial" laws) are a model of perfect social justice for all cultures, even in the punishment of criminals.

Discussion

1. Respond to the following statement by Edward Donnelly (describing theonomists):

Communism is far too conservative for us! We find the drop-outs stiflingly conformists. Anarchists are timid reactionaries. For, in spite of their differences and apparent radicalism, all have agreed to "play the game," and its basic ground rule is that there are positions of authority for men to occupy, that man is king. Christians are the only people who attack the validity of the game itself. Man is not king. He does not exercise autonomous power. He does not have autonomous choice. "There is another king, one called Jesus." 

2. Read Exodus 23:20-24, 31-33 and Matthew 5:43-48. 
How are the passages similar? How are they different? 
What do we learn about the "old" covenant verses the "new" covenant? 

3. From a Christian standpoint, the interpretation of the Old Testament must be guided by Christ's life and teaching throughout the New Testament. Why is this crucial to developing "Christian political perspective"? 

Conclusion

Strength: Those who take the Bible seriously as God's revelation should applaud the theonomists for their desire to bow before God's righteousness and the holiness of his commandments. 

Weakness: Theonomists affirm that God's Word is directly applicable to modern states and societies, but they have not adequately answered the questions about who and which institutions are responsible to enforce what parts of God's law when and how. 
