Meeting Nine: Developing a Christian Political Perspective

Basic Elements of a Christian Political Perspective

1. A Christian approach to civic responsibility requires a perspective that allows us to deal with the full reality of politics and government. 

· In order to distinguish good from evil, truth from error, and responsible from irresponsible political action, we need to grasp particular issues and details in a larger context of political principles and responsibilities.

· Christians ought not to subsist as moralist parasites on conservative and liberal bandwagons. 

2. A Christian perspective must come to grips with the real history of American politics. 

· It should seek to account for the justice and injustice of both the traditional and the progressive characteristics of the political system without depending on civil-religious myths. 

· Part of the political meaning of the resurrection and ascension of the King of kings is that every limited political authority on earth has been de-sacralized (de-confessionalized) by the very fact that Jesus laid claim to the entire world as his proper dominion. 

3. A Christian political philosophy should account for its biblical roots and its place in the Christian tradition. 

· We must interpret the Bible and bow before its authority on its terms, in a way that does justice to the full reality of the creation (including contemporary political life) it illumines. 

· The integral wholeness of the biblical story does not lend itself to picking and choosing passages for the purposes of justifying contemporary political conclusions. 

4. A Christian approach to contemporary politics must deal both with our highly differentiated society and with our rapidly shrinking world. 

· Come to grips with our highly differentiated society, appealing for public arguments that go beyond biblical quotations, general moralism, naïve nationalism, simple individualism, utopian communalism, and relativistic pragmatism. 

· Christians live by a faith that is truly global in character… This faith should allow Christians to gain a sense of common civic responsibility that is global in nature without being antinational. 

Summary 

In the midst of a cloudy, sinful, messy, limited, and competitive political world, what should Christians be seeking as their guide to political responsibility? Christians need a political perspective that is coherent, integral, and comprehensive. Without seeking insight together, as a Christian community…we will by default remain divided and confused by the conflicting currents in our partially distorted political system and by our piecemeal participation in that system. In the end, we will remain far too dependent on the competing views and contrary motives that make no claim to being Christian. 

Discussion

Dr. Skillen gives three reasons for why he thinks there is a lack of a comprehensive Christian political perspective. As you read each one, answer the following questions: Why do you think this is the case? How can this actually help us develop a better Christian perspective? How can we guard against this in the future?

· The lack of a comprehensive perspective is due to a belief that America's political system is already Christian and needs no further defense or reasoned evaluation. 

· The pervasive influence of liberalism (both conservative and liberal branches): many Christians have the sense of already owning a comprehensive philosophy because Liberalism establishes the key reference points to which they keep returning. 

· There is the ubiquitous pragmatism that keeps most of us from feeling any need for an overarching picture in the civic arena. 

Statecraft is defined as the "art of careful reasoning, judging, and acting in the process of making, executing, and adjudicating public laws. Good statecraft depends on insight into God's creation (including human nature), which is an order unfolding through the history of countless human generations. How can we (individually and as the church) promote good statecraft?

As Christians developing political philosophy, we must reject all forms of idealism. Some liberals allow their idealism to lead them to utopian dreams of a single world state that will help to realize a global community. The idealism of certain conservatives, on the other hand, leads them to dream of the world becoming well ordered once every self-sufficient state has become free, democratic, capitalistic, and related to all other states by means of free trade. What are the dangers in thinking "idealistically"? How should Christians respond to idealistic thinking? How can we offer hope instead of idealism? 

Read Job 29:7-17. How are Job's words a good framework for developing a Christian political perspective? How are they a source of hope? 

Is there hope for our future? Respond to Skillen's three reasons for hope:

· The very nature of God's kingdom constitutes the basis of all genuine hope for his people. 

· The vision of God's kingdom should, in turn, encourage Christians both to promote justice and to frustrate injustice in the political communities of which they are a part.

· Any hope for America's future (and that of any other country) will depend to some degree on the quality of Christian public service, inspired as it is by the hope in the fulfillment of God's kingdom.
