	Meeting One: Setting the Stage

Goals

· To broaden our understanding of American political ideologies from a faith perspective 

· To investigate and discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each ideology 

· To develop a holistic (biblically based) approach to political thought and engagement 

Text

Skillen, James. The Scattered Voice: Christians at Odds in the Public Square.
Canadian Institute for Law, Theology, and Public Policy Inc. 1996.

Discussion

1. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

That deeper drive behind history may well be the enduring human desire for a permanent city — the desire for a place of freedom and order, of security and prosperity, in which the lion lies down with the lamb and all human needs are satisfied.

2. Both conservatives and liberals tend to stress the things government should or should not do, rather than face the question of what a government ought to be. What is the difference? Why do you think most Americans think this way? Which question do you think is more (most) important? 

3. Regardless of your convictions concerning the Bible, can we agree that the Bible:

· speaks to all areas of life, i.e. politics/government? 

· does not teach a single "ideal form" of political order, nor offer a program for political action in a modern, differentiated society? 

· does not make "doing justice" an option (see Psalm 72:1-3, Micah 6:8)? 

Conclusion

We hope that after each discussion we can better answer the following questions:

· In all of this, what can we learn that will help us to decide where to take our stand and how to fulfill our civic responsibility in decades ahead?

· Is there a biblically sound, properly differentiated, and fully realistic biblical perspective on political life? 


	


