Meeting Seven: Pro-Justice Activists 

Summary

Pro-Justice 
· American Christians who believe the church should bear a clear witness to the kingdom of God as a transcendent judge of all nationalist ideologies and civil religions.

· People of God in Christ should live as a model community of obedience to biblical standards of justice in the midst of the political distortions of this age. 

· Biblical justice calls for radical criticism of existing political systems. Justice is more important than the American way of life of the comfort of Christians. 

Constructive Modeling and Critical Protest
· Christian engagement in the world: emphasis on developing the Christian community, on letting its light shine, and on protesting unbiblical practices of the powers from which Christians should become disengaged. 

· Practice of justice, equality, and peace within the Christian community can provide a model for change in the larger world. 

Liberation Theology
· Heart of many modern liberation theologies stands the conviction that the biblical message is inescapably political. 

· Hope of liberationists is for a future that looks very much like a non-coerced community. Liberation from oppressive militaristic, capitalistic, and racist systems will mean the organization of human communities that will no longer display a hierarchy of power or the use of force by an elite at the top. 

Discussion

1. How do you respond to the following statement by Jim Wallis?

The real struggle in our world today is not between East and West but between North and South, rich and poor, powerful and powerless, those who are armed to the teeth and those who are victims of their weapons. Those at the top of the world system — both white superpowers — are beneficiaries of a world system, a world economic order that, in the end, is not too much more than organized theft from the poor… The greatest political hope we have would be for the churches…to regain that biblical vision of the Body of Christ which knows no boundaries of race, nation, or ideology but lives in the world as a community of reconciliation. 

2. How can Christians at the same time both stand against and seek to reform government? 

3. Pro-justice activists think that we should make political decisions "according to the standards of Jesus' dawning kingdom." One could also say that Christians should develop their marriages, run churches, and shape businesses according to the same standard. But what makes a church different from a state or a marriage different from a business? What should government do particularly, uniquely as government that churches or families should not do? 

Conclusion

Strength: Critiques (prophetically?) American Christians for getting wrapped up in protecting their own lives, properties, and public benefits, failing to consider the rights and needs of the poor and oppressed. 

Weakness: Their dilemma is living with the ever-present tension between opposition and modeling, between disengagement and engagement, between protest and appeal, between eclectic policy and prescriptions and principled pro-justice rhetoric. 
