Meeting Three: Cautious and Critical Conservatives

Summary

Dimensions of Self-Criticism
· Political outlook and approach exudes caution and self-criticism.

· Sensitive to the fact that corruption appears in every heart, in every political movement.

· Concerned less with traditional moral values and more with the need to understand biblical principles that can expose and correct political practices and ideologies — including those of Christians. 

Reaching for Transcendence
· First responsibility of those who declare allegiance to the kingdom of God is to understand historic Christian truth: to know Scripture and classic fundamentals of the faith.

· Expose illusion, overcome utopian expectations, and debunk the type of messianic self-righteousness that is often associated with political causes and crusades on both the right and left. 

Four steps toward a more complete political perspective and approach 
1. Clarify biblical principles
2. Gain detailed knowledge of particular problems

3. Develop a relevant political theory which best affirms human dignity and international peace and justice

4. Apply the moral and biblical principles to the specific problems in the light of that political theory 

Discussion

1. Do you agree/disagree with the following statement by Charles Colson?

First, the solutions to all human ills do not lie in political structures; and second, it is impossible to effect genuine political reform solely by legislation. Many Christians, like much of the populace, believe the political illusion, that is, that political structures can cure all our ills. The fact is, however, that government, by its very nature, is limited in what it can accomplish. What it does best is perpetuate its own power and bolster its own bureaucracies. 

2. Cautious and critical conservatives seem to indicate that Christian morality and the church stand on one side and the reality of politics stands on the other. Does this split God's rule into two parts? Isn't the ultimate question from a Christian standpoint how the political realm as a whole ought to be shaped in accord with God's principles of justice, stewardship, mercy, and love? 

3. Should Christians in other offices such as politicians, parents, teachers, business people see themselves as secular individuals outside of the church?

Conclusion

Strength: Cautious and critical conservatives remind us of a very important truth — that politics is not everything, that sinful humans distort it, and that Christians can do great political damage by acting pretentiously and over confidently in that realm. 

Weakness: Cautious and critical conservatives do not go far enough in explaining the biblical teaching that all of life is religion — that every arena of human action represents a calling before God. The Bible does not indicate a sacred/secular dichotomy. 
