Meeting Two: Pro-American Conservatives

Summary

Recovering America
· Decry America's moral decline and direct their indignation chiefly toward illegitimate secular humanism that is distorting the country and undermining the birthright of the majority. 

· Older America was sound, so what the country needs is a conservative restoration. 

General Moralism
· Use of political tactics serves as a means to a broader end of trying to restore the nation and its moral climate. If moral recovery can take place, then political change will follow. 

· Nostalgia for "small-town America"; i.e. earliest political covenants were molded after church covenants (designed to organize a few hundred people). 

Limited State and Law of God
· American Constitution and the Bible function side by side as political authorities, with the constitutional framework setting the political agenda, while the Bible responds with specific answers to political questions.

· Chief principles emphasized (deriving from the Bible) are human sinfulness, private property protection, government's responsibility not to intervene in social programs, opposition to communism, and support for the state of Israel. 

· John Eidsmoe writes, "The conservative view of the limited purpose and authority of the state is consistent with the biblical view of government, whereas the liberal view of the organic state has no support in Scripture." 
Discussion

1. How do you respond to the following statement by Jerry Falwell?

There can be no questioning the retrogression of America's stability as a free and healthy nation. In the last several years, Americans have literally stood by and watched as godless, spineless leaders have brought our nation floundering to the brink of death… Conservative Americans must now take the helm and guide America back to a position of stability and greatness. 

2. Should we be seeking public laws against every kind of immoral behavior? What specific kind of moral responsibility should a limited government have in a differentiated society? 

3. Pro-American conservatives tend to appeal to the American constitution as the political norm and standard. How does this have an effect on biblical interpretation?

Conclusion

Strength: Calls America back to it moral heritage, stressing character and integrity. 
Weakness: The Christian character of pro-American conservatism appears to reside more in its faith in America than in a well-developed political philosophy grounded in biblical and historical argument. 
