Political Terms

Western Liberalism
Historically speaking, almost all American political perspectives — ranging from radically liberal to radically conservative — find their roots in this political tradition. Western Liberalism dates back to the 17th century and represents a quest for limited and representative government, individual rights, private-property protection, and promotion of the general welfare under the rule of law. This tradition arose in England, at least in part to overcome the problems of arbitrary government and seemingly endless religious wars. Liberalism is not without significant Christian influence. 
American Conservatives 
Tend to emphasize one side of Western Liberalism tradition — individual rights, limited government, private-property rights, national independence, and the moral convictions held by most of those who founded the country. 
American Liberals
Tend to emphasize another side of Western Liberalism — the responsibility of a democratic government to advance the general welfare, to enhance the material equality and opportunity of every citizen, to overcome problems such as poverty and racism that hold back some citizens from enjoying all the privileges of a free society, and to promote international harmony. 
Differentiated Society
Refers to the complex character of our American society. Many of the organizational structures exist for different purposes, on different terms, under different authorities, and in considerable independence from one another. For example: Church hierarchies do not rule medical associations; parents do not run the media; and college administrators do not govern the banks. A single hierarchy with the state or church on top, handing down instructions for everything underneath, does not order our society. America is not a simple, undifferentiated whole; it is not a unitary community.
Christian Political Perspective 
To create a Christian political perspective, Christians need to focus more pointedly on what the political order ought to be, while they also broaden their understanding of how politics should be related to the rest of reality. Christians urgently need to develop a principled framework that can distinguish the task of government and the role of citizenship from the responsibilities of other institutions and communities. 
