	Application II: the Wider Culture

	Our Goal 
	To live out and communicate the truth of God in our modern world.

	Ask Four Key Questions
	1. What is the text teaching? 

2. Why do we believe it to be true? 

3. How can we live it out before a watching world? 

4. How can we communicate it in a winsome way? 

	Identify Spheres of Life
	Identify principles in the text to be applied, not simply to our involvement, but also in terms of the meaning and structure of the various spheres of reality including:

· Government, politics, society, nations, & the state              ●   Arts & creativity 

· Economics, business, consumerism, & poverty                   ●   Church, ministry, & spirituality 

· Leisure, entertainment, time, health, humor, & sports         ●   Family, home, & relationships 

· Education, history, & learning                                              ●   Work, calling, & vocation 

· Law & justice                                                                        ●   etc.

	Examine Alternative 
World Views
	With care, identify common non-Christian answers often given in place of the biblical position.

1. Where everything came from (v Creation):
What really exists? What is really real?
The nature of God? human beings? family? society?
What is the origin/nature of the world around us?
Why is it possible to know anything at all? 

2. What, if anything, is wrong (v Fall):
How do we know what is good and evil?
What is wrong? What are the effects of this problem? 

3. How the problem(s) can be corrected (v Redemption):
What is the solution to what's wrong?
How can we work against the effects of what's wrong?
How can virtue be encouraged and nurtured?

	Find Understandable Terms
	1. Identify which words, terms, or concepts may not be fully understood by non-Christians. 

2. Define each one using simple words or ideas a non-Christian would understand. 

	Speak the Truth Winsomely
	Practice communicating the truth of the passage by:

1. Developing questions that reveal the weaknesses of the non-Christian position. 

2. Practice communicating the biblical position--both what we believe and why we believe it--in terms a non-Christian can easily understand. 

3. Identify common objections a non-Christian might raise and develop reasonable answers. 


4. 	Where is it all headed (v 		Consummation):�	What is the meaning of life? of 		suffering? of death?�	What happens at death?








