	Interpretation Skills: Determining What the Text Means

	Why?
	To reflect prayerfully on the text to determine what it means.

	Divisions
	Divide the passage into its subsections or paragraphs and give a brief title to each one (1-8 words).

	Define Terms
	Using a dictionary, commentary, or other reference, define important words or concepts.

	Reflect on your observations
	Determine the significance or meaning of your key observations by asking questions.

	Define the Theme
	Identify the major ideas and flow of thought or argument.

	Accountability
	Check that your interpretation is affirmed by secondary standards like the Apostles Creed, Nicene Creed, Westminister Confession, and the Heidelberg Catechism.

	Why Questions
	· Why is this said?                      ●      Why is it said in this way? 

· Why is it said here?                  ●      Why is it a surprise

	Imply/Teach Questions
	· Who or what is involved?             ●      Where is this accomplished? 

· How is this accomplished?           ●      Why is this accomplished

· When is this accomplished?

	Type of Literature
	Given the genre of the text, what principles must be kept in mind in the process of interpretation?

	Christian World View
	· Creation: What really exists? What is really real? What is the nature of God? of human beings? of family? of society? What is the origin and nature of the world around us? Why is it possible to know anything at all? 

· Fall: How do we know what is good and what is evil? What is wrong with humankind? with the world? What are the effects of the Fall? 

· Redemption: What is the solution to what’s wrong? How can we work against the effects of the Fall? What do we learn about the people of God? 

· Consummation: What is the meaning of life? of suffering? of death? What happens at death? 

	What Do We Learn
About Theology?
	· Scripture: revelation, truth, and final authority 

· God: his nature, attributes, trinity, & work 

· Mankind: origin, calling, & nature 

· Sin and the Fall 

· Salvation 

· Christ: his nature, incarnation, life, & work 

· The church 

· Human history and where it is headed? 

	Idolatry
	What insight is given into nonbiblical world views?


