Four Week Justice and Mercy Bible Study Series
By Jeff Bergeson

Justiceand Mercy

Note: after posed questions, | have indented plesanswers.
Note also: When | have my notes for Bible Studigsusually more general reminders
for myself...and not so much word for word whaltddy, like I've conveyed here.

Week 1
Passage: Exodus 23: 1-13
Learning Objective: Justice and Mercy are not just “something nicdd,” but are
integral to God’s Law.

Open in Prayer

“The Book of Exodus contains three major partsheflsraelites story. The first twelve
chapters tell of the Israelites in bondage as slav&gypt. Chapters 12-18 tell of the
God’s might, miraculously freeing the Israelitesnfr the Pharaoh who did not want them
to go free. At this point they are in the desdaut,the Lord is meeting their needs. Now
that they are free from bondage, the Lord is reigyiis laws to them as their King.
There are 613 laws that the Lord gave the Israelifdl of them were required to be
kept, but we're just going to read a few of them.”

Read wv. 1-3

“A lot of people think the law is all ‘do nots.” dWw there are a lot of them. In fact, there

are 5 just in these 3 verses, and there’ll be mwvay are there so many ‘do nots’ in

God’s law?”
(Maybe all the things they were told not to do wiiags that were being done
often either by them or by people around them,@ad didn’t want people to
behave this way.)

“It's easy to understand not helping a wicked n@abé malicious. That doesn’t seem

like a hard law to keep. What might be difficubtoait not siding with the crowd?”
(These people know you! You have to live with themd if you're not doing
what they want, that will make life hard of you.)

“Discuss verse 3, and its implications.”

Read wv. 4-5
“Okay, only 1 ‘do not’ in these verses. If youwat in your neighborhood and you see
your best friends cute little new kitty cat loosbkl@cks from home, what would you do?”
(Probably bring it back or at least let them knetere you saw it.)
“Think about what your first response is when yea somebody who’s been mean to
you, and they’re having difficulty with their nevickup truck not moving under a heavy
load of bricks. Why would God tell the Israelitesactually help their enemies, those
who hate them, when they’re having similar diffioes?”
(God loves them too...not just me, or the “goodsgi



Read wv. 6-9

“4 more ‘do nots’ and 1 ‘have nothing to do withlhere are also 2 ‘fors’ and 1

‘because.” What are some interesting charactesisti these statements?”
(They’re not ‘just because’ God says so. God moll acquit the guilty that means
even if you do they won't get off Scott free. Twerds of the righteous can be
twisted when doing something that can be ‘righttheam,’ like accepting a bribe.
Because the Israelites were foreigners in a forkeigd, they should not oppress
the ‘other.”)

“There’s always a reason for the commands God gives if they are not always made

crystal clear to us.”

Read vv. 10-13
“Sometimes we think of Sabbath as being only paxsdrow do we see how God intends
Sabbath to affect those who are not just Israaliteter the law?”

(Poor and wild animals may eat. Workers, land, ammals may be refreshed.)

“We know that God does not change. We also knawwle are not bound to the law, for
we are not justified through the law, but by farthlesus Christ (Rom. 3: 21-26), BUT
how do these laws speakusabout being faith-full to God through our relatbips

with others? What part do Justice and Mercy phe§od’s will, and where have we
fallen short of that?”

Possible further questions: “How might you reatfedently to that person who
backstabbed you to get to a place you wanted tbuieyho is now going through rough
times? What would you do if you saw somebody mgkirsnide remark about that new
international student? What does it mean for yorest?

Close in prayer

Week 2
Passage: Isaiah 58
Learning Objectives. Realize that the Israelites were not obeying’&talvs to pursue
Justice and Mercy. Pursuing Justice and Mercyldpvammunication between you
and the Lord; self-righteous, “religious” behavawes not.

Open in prayer.

“This was written by the prophet Isaiah, most kabout 681 B.C. At this point in
history the Assyrians have taken the Northern KamgdIsrael) into captivity, but now
the greater empire of the Babylonians has overt#kei\ssyrians. Babylon is not yet
ruling the Southern Kingdom of Judah, but Isaiak prphesied against the Israelites,
and it does happen in the future. This chaptégréstingly, is found in the midst of
prophesy of hope of the restoration and redemptidasrael which will take place after
returning from the future Babylonian dominion. igdais proclaiming the word of God.”



Read vv. 1-3a
“What is to be shouted aloud and to whom?”
(The declaration to Israelites their rebellion/sin
“Without reading ahead and getting into specifigBy might the Israelites say God has
not noticed their fasting and humbling of themss®’e
(Theyseem...asif...)

Read 3b-5
“YET!I! These are the things that the Israelitesyevdoing aside from fasting...and they
were wondering why God was ‘not noticing.” Notoessarily to go over all of them, but
here are some examples of fasting in the O.T.arh.S: 5-6 confession; 1 Sam. 31: 11-
13 mourning; 2 Chr. 20: 1-4 seeking the LordHelp; Ezr. 8: 21-23 prayer for safe
journey
“How are the Israelites current fasting differemrh these examples of fasting?”
and/or “What could we say is the purpose of fagting
(They were seeking the Lord, instead of gesiming to seek the Lord by
‘humbling’ themselves. Enabling themselves to camitate effectively with the
Lord.)

Read vv. 6-9a
“In vs. 8 and 9 the word ‘then’ is used. How dds ‘then’ promise match up with
what we think the purpose of fasting is?”
(The Lord will be your rear guard and hear yodt.xa
“THEN he will hear your call...but what are thedslites to do as their act of fasting,
opening communication with God?”
(vv. 6-7)
“What are some things that we can do here and n@mhance our communication based
on this kind of fasting?”

Read wv. 9b-12
“We've read about all these types of Justice andcilthat the Israelites were not doing,
since God told them to do them. In addition toihg\effective communication with
God, what are some more ‘If-thens’ promised by Geck?”

(light will rise...needs satisfied...repair broke&alls and streets; what was
promised to them will be restored)

Read vv. 13-14
“Here some more ‘if-thens’ in the same section,thay’re about Sabbath. If you
remember, when we read Exodus 23, laws about kg&abbath immediately followed
Laws of Justice and Mercy. Do you think thereanection, and if so how are these
connected?”
(The way we communicate with God is contingent ow lwe behave with
people. How we behave towards others is contingermur relationship with
God. Sabbath shows our identity and trust is id.Gaustice and Mercy towards
others images God in a manner pleasing to himh Bloow how to be in right
relationships.)



Close in prayer

Week 3
Passage: Luke 10: 25-37
Learning Objectives: To show mercy to others is to love; to love tloed and your
neighbor (i.e. everybody) is to inherit life etdtna

Open in prayer

Probably don’t need to give too much background b#fore getting into reading, but
Luke was a Greek physician, and the only known d@n-to have a canonical writing.
The Gospel account according to Luke was writterghdy 30 years after Jesus was
crucified and raised from the dead. Account méapresent an accurate account of
Jesus as Savior.

“At this point in the Gospel account, Jesus is mway from Galilee to Jerusalem.”

Read wv. 25-26

“What kind of person is asking this question? Whaiht be his motivation to ask such

a question?”
(expert in the law; which means, he knows the lawythoroughly! Either trying
to trap Jesus into saying something that mightdbe to be used against Jesus, or
he truly does want to know how to inherit eterifal &nd thinks Jesus knows
how)

“How does Jesus respond, and why do you think soreds this way?”
(with a question...)

Read wv. 27-28
“Where else do we see this statement?”
(Matt. 22: 37-40 and | think the best is Mark 19:21, but they’re quoted from
Deut. 6: 5 and Lev. 19: 18)
“How do you personally show love to your friendsfity/dorm-mates/fraternity
brothers/sorority sisters whomever you live neah@i
answer will differ by person and situation

Read wv. 28-29
“Jesus says he’s right! If he loves God and hight®or, he’ll have eternal life.
BUT...the expert in the law wanted to justify hiis&Vhat do you think that means, ‘he
wanted to justify himself?™
(He probably felt that he had been loving God awihig his neighbor and he
wanted to see if who he was loving is what Jesosght God had in mind. If |
can categorize who my neighbor is, and it's thepeoblike, then I'm good to

go!)

Read vv. 30-37



“Okay, there’s a lot to unpack here. We've alretithught up some reasons why Jesus
uses questions as response to answers, but why weulse a story? Forget what this
story is about, and think more of what a story does
(conveys images to which we can relate our liffeauses emotional reaction...)
“Who are the characters in the story?”
(the man, robbers, priest, Levite, Samaritan,iankeeper)
“If you were the Expert in the Law, who would yoamt to be portrayed as the hero or
good-guy in the story?”
(Levite or priest)
“Yeah, there’s a twist in the story. Samaritaresagroup of people who are part Jewish.
Their ancestors, while exiled amongst pagans,nmeied with pagans. So many Jews
hated Samaritans. They’re not simply impure pagétivout God, they’re considered
abominations, half-breeds, and are not to be assacwith! | think sometimes we think
the Samaritan just drops the guy off at an innugh kind of get him off the street, still a
good deed, but nothing spectacular. Lets looksmedexactly what does this so-called
monster do for the man?”
(he shows him mercy...pours on oil and wine (resesirbandages (resources),
puts him on a donkey (the Samaritan probably walideide the man rode) took
him to an inn and took care of him (he spent tiaral probably paid for a room
for 2 people for a night, he stayed overnight) gavekeeper 2 silver coins
(denarii, each worth a day’s wages) and promisedtton to pay for any other
expenses)
“Jesus asks the question who was a neighbor tm#me(i.e. loves him), and the expert in
the law, acknowledges the Samaritan, but how deescknowledge that it's the
Samaritan?”
(the one who had mercy on him)
“He didn’t even use the word ‘Samaritan.” Take @ament and envision, ‘the man’ in
your head. How does Jesus describe him?”
(he doesn’t!)
“Who are you in the story? Don't tell me, unlesaiywant to, but who are you in the
story? Think about the people in your life who beaten, humiliated, disgusting or
‘high and mighty,” or righteous, or anyone else wioa don’t want to associate with.
How are we to love them, our neighbors, as ours@lv€an we love God with all our
heart, and soul, and strength, and mind, AddDIove our neighbors? Is it possible?
(Think back to Isaiah 58) How can you love theowable in your life?”

“Do this and you will live,” says Jesus.”
Close in prayer

Week 4
Passage: Matthew 25: 31-46

Learning objective: The Lord’s Just Judgment of us is based on cenciitowards
others.



Open in prayer

“To give a little background info...while the ordafrevents are not necessarily indicative
of the order in which events actually took placthink it's important to know that at this
point in the book of Matthew, Peter confessed JasuShrist in chapter 16, Jesus was
transfigured in chapter 17, Jesus has enteredalenusriumphantly in chapter 21, and
has given many a verbal ‘smack-down’ to the chredgis and teachers of the law in
various situations during chapters 21, 22, andfd¥3. At this point Jesus just left the
temple, went up on the Mount of Olives, and is &peawith his disciples privately
about the end of the age in response to his deigpliestioning (24: 1-3). He gives a
reeeally long answer, and this is the last pathaf answer about the coming of the end
of the age.”

Read wv. 31-33
“Who is this Son of Man? What imagery is used heréescribe him?”

(comes in glory, has angels with him, has a thiorireeavenly glory, he will
separate out all nations before him. He’s therrofeeveryone! See Daniel 7.)
“What's the significance of the right and left @&

(right hand man...a place of significance is tirathe right of the king)

Read vv. 34-36
“Who is blessed and by whom?”
(those on his right, the sheep. By the King'fiéat)
“What do you think about that imagery?”
“What is the inheritance? And what do we learnuhbe King from it?”
(the kingdonprepared since the creation of the world. This is an intaerce that
the King has been waiting to bestow on them! dtisays been there! The
Kingdom was part of the plan, and was always meahée an inheritance!)
“Why are the sheep getting this inheritance?”
(For 1 was...and you...)
“Now keep in mind those who he’s speaking to, ahatwhas already occurred at this
point. He’s not talking to people who don’t knownh and he’s not talking to people
who don't believe. How are we justified, and clgeeah of our sins, and will inherit life
eternal?”
(By grace through faith in Jesus Christ (Rom. 328)1 We cannot enter the
Kingdom if we have not been born again (John 3).53sus is the gate to being
saved (John 10: 7-13))
“Is any of that mentioned here to receive the iithece of the Kingdom?”
(NO))

Read vv. 37-40
“Now we’ve read many commands to give mercy unterd, and here we see that the
sheep/blessed have done this. What's intereshiogtahis situation?”
(They didn’t realize that they were doing it foetBon of Man! Perhaps doing
anything to the image bearers, reflects on thalnimage??)



“Why do you think Jesus doesn’t mention the nedoketdorn again, or the need to enter
through him, or to have faith in him? That's alld, and biblically accurate, but why do
you think he doesn’t he talk about that here?”
(He’s speaking to his disciples; they already kribat stuff. If you truly do
believe you'll be about Kingdom work, such as thtisegs that the sheep were
doing! God saves us by his grace, #mah tells us how to respond, not as a
means to earn salvation, but in grateful resposse élso Ex. 20:1-2))

Read vv. 41-46

“What's different about the response of the goatsgared to the sheep?”
(Nothing, in essence.)

“What's different about their inheritance, and whatwe learn about the King from it?”
(eternal fire prepared for the devil and his ang#isloesnot say prepared since
the beginning. It says prepared for the devil biscangels. This is not what God
would have for us, and was not created to be agrit@mce.)

“Again, we know that we cannot earn our place iave® by works, but how do you
show you’ve got faith? How do people know thatnight is shining?”
(by good deeds! Matt. 5: 14-16; James 2:14-26)

“Justified by faith. Here, God’s justice towardsia based on our faith, shown by good
deeds of mercy towards others.”

Any other thoughts, questions?

Close in prayer



