	Observation Skills: Seeing What the Text Says

	Why Observe?
	To examine the text carefully to see what it says.

	Observe Facts
	Who? (names mentioned, major and minor characters)
Where? (places, travels, geography)
What? (actions, events, situations)
When? (time, sequence of events)
Why? (explanations, statements of purpose)

	Observe Repetitions
	Note identical words or phrases, similar ideas and themes.

	Observe Contrasts
	Contrasts are often identified by the use of “but” or “rather.”

	Observe Cause/Effect
	Where one thing causes, affects, or changes another.

	Observe Definitions
	Mark words or phrases that should be carefully defined.

	Observe Explanations
	Where something is defined, examined, explained, or analyzed within the text itself.

	Observe General/Particular
	Identify where there is movement in the text from a broad idea or concept to a specific one (or vice versa).

	Observe Interrogation
	The use of questions and/or answers within the text.

	Observe Descriptions
	Note the adjectives, adverbs, or any other modifiers used.

	Observe Climax
	This is any arrangement of material in a progression.

	Observe Verbs
	The verbs used throughout the text often provide insight into the action and/or characteristics of the subject being discussed.

	Observe Pronouns
	The use of pronouns is often crucial to identifying the narrator and/or understanding the perspective inherent in the text.

	Observe Interchanges
	This refers to any alternating or exchanging of elements in the text, so that persons, events, or ideas end up being compared or contrasted, implicitly or explicitly.

	Observe Quotations
	Identify where the text contains quotations of other passages of Scripture, or extra-biblical books, or where this text is quoted elsewhere in the Bible.


