	Survey Skills: The First Step in Bible Study

	Why?
	To get an overview of the whole book.

	Read
	Read the entire book—or the section of Scripture—through, at least once, preferably at one time. If possible, read it several times, using a different translation each time.

	Main Divisions
	· First, divide the book into its main divisions (perhaps 3-8) and give each one a brief title (1-8 words). Put this material into outline or chart form. 

· Next, compare your outline to those found in commentaries by thoughtful biblical scholars. 

	Main Theme
	Write out the central theme or “melodic line” of the book in a sentence or phrase and include it in your chart.

	Impressions
	Note your first or general impressions of the book—anything that stands out to you as you read: questions, facts, tone, etc.

	Background
	Using a commentary, Bible dictionary, encyclopedia, atlas, handbook, etc., track down whatever information you can find on such things as: 

· the author, 

· the date the book was written, 

· the history or culture of the period, 

· significant extra-biblical events or person of that time, 

· maps covering the geography mentioned in the text, 

· facts about the book’s significance in history or literature, 

· the history of the book’s inclusion in the canon, and 

· other biblical passages covering the same period. 


